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a temp – and it’s probably the longest temp
assignment anyone has ever had! But I actually
started on the phones. Focus on the Family has
a call center called Relationship Services, where
we take calls from people all across the globe
looking for resources to strengthen their families.
So I actually started on the phones many, many
years ago. And that was probably when I first
fell in love with the constituents of Focus on the
Family. It was interesting to me to listen to their
prayer requests, their praises, how they were so
thankful for the broadcasts or a book.

FOCUS ON THE FAMILY REVEALS TRUTH OF
LIFE IN THE WOMB
An interview with Robyn Chambers
Brett Attebery:

Today, I am very honored to
welcome Robyn Chambers, who is the Executive
Director of Advocacy for Children at Focus on the
Family. In this role, Robyn oversees Focus on the
Family’s Sanctity of Human Life and Foster Care
and Adoption efforts through several programs
such as “Wait No More,” which prepares hearts
and homes for kids in foster care, and “Option
Ultrasound,” which provides ultrasound machines
and sonography training to qualified pro-life
medical clinics in communities with high abortion
rates.
Robyn works with a variety of other prolife organizations that partner with Option
Ultrasound, visiting pregnancy help centers and
hosting nurse trainings across the United States.
She’s also a member of the Leadership Alliance
for Pregnancy Care Organizations.
She has served at Focus on the Family for more
than 25 years, starting in the ministry’s Family
Help Center, taking calls from people seeking

help from Focus. Subsequent to this, she worked
on a team responsible for translating Focus
resources into other languages, and as a legal
coordinator drafting book contracts to distribute
Focus resources worldwide.
Robyn is an avid scrap booker, and can often be
found reading leadership and history books, with
the occasional mystery novel thrown in the mix
as well. She lives in Colorado Springs with her
husband, and they have two adult children and
three grandchildren.
Welcome, Robyn!

Robyn Chambers:

Thank you for having me!

Brett:

Robyn, you’ve been at Focus on the
Family for almost 28 years. Congratulations on
that! Could you take us through a brief tour of
your time at Focus on the Family and how your
time there led to your current position?

Robyn:

Absolutely. I often say I started as
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I often laughed when I would hear from mommas
saying, “Oh, thank you for Dare to Discipline! I
have this strong-willed child!” And just hearing
funny little stories like that made me fall in love
with the people who support Focus on the Family.
From there, I moved into our Donor Ministries
department, which for me was a really natural
progression – being on the phones and talking
to those folks, and then moving into the Donor
Ministries area, where we continually are thanking
and are very deliberate in our gratitude
toward those who support Focus
on the Family.

I absolutely loved that, because knowing that our
help could go toward helping families across the
globe was very meaningful for me. And I just fell
in love with that team. I was working under Jim
Daly at the time that Jim was our Vice President.
Then I had a friend who came to me and said,
“Hey, I work over in Crisis Pregnancy Ministries,”
– it’s what the department was called at that time
– and she said, “We’re starting a new program,
reaching into pregnancy centers. It’s called
‘Option Ultrasound.’ Your name keeps coming
up and we really like the work you’ve done in the
International department, and we’d love for you
to pray about coming over.”
At the time, I really wasn’t looking to move.
But, Brett, I have to say, my call into what I’m
currently doing started many, many years ago,
because I was “that woman.” I had experienced
an unexpected pregnancy, and went through the
fear and the denial. So God was just very gracious
in reminding me that I had said I would be part
of the support system that a woman like me
needs when she’s making a decision between an
abortion or life for her child.

Brett:

Excellent. Robyn, how
long has the Option Ultrasound
program been at Focus on the
Family?

We’re 100% donor-funded,
and we know very well how
important it is to have those
people catch the vision of
Focus on the Family, and they
come alongside and support
us financially. And we don’t
take that lightly.

Robyn:

We will celebrate
our 17th anniversary in January.
January 2004 was when we
placed the very first machine in a
pregnancy center in Clinton, Iowa.

Robyn Chambers
After that, I moved into our
Brett: So that’s been going on
International department.
quite some time!
My background was Business Law, and I never
Robyn: It has. When we first launched the
wanted to be an attorney, but I really liked
program, it was broad and kind of come-one,
the contract side of things, the processes and
come-all. Then a few years ago, we made the
procedures, and I had an opportunity to start
decision to start focusing on high abortion
working with our team that would translate Focus
communities. We’re going into more highly
on the Family resources into different languages.
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populated areas where we know there are many
abortion providers. We want to equip pregnancy
centers in those areas with life-saving ultrasound
machines, nurse trainings, and many other grants.

Brett:

That’s wonderful! Robyn, there was an
event last year called “Alive from New York.” Can
you talk about that event? What was its purpose?
Talk about some of the things that happened
during the event and your thoughts about the
impact of the event.

To see that grace and love extended in a very
public and very compassionate way – it was
exactly what we need to do if we’re going to
reach those who don’t know how they feel about
abortion. We can’t yell, we can’t scream, we can’t
be angry. We have to be compassionate.

we’re not picking a fight. What we’re doing is
going in and celebrating life!” We wanted to
show life in the womb, but then also to be very
deliberate in showing the redemption, hope, and
healing that can come through a relationship with
Christ, even for women who’ve had an abortion
decision in their past or men who’ve had an
abortion decision in their past. There is hope and
healing! And that message permeated the entire
event. It was something that has stayed with me,
and probably will for the rest of my life.

Brett:

Thank you, Robyn. Thank you for doing
that in a moment filled with tension. It is beautiful
to see the Body of Christ respond with love. What
has Focus on the Family done as a follow-up to
the event?

Robyn:

The reason Focus
Brett: That’s so powerful. From your
on the Family decided to do
perspective, what would you point out
something like that, a very
as the highlight of the event?
large undertaking, was in
We wanted to go
into New York City
response to the Governor
Robyn: Most people would think
and say, “There’s a
of New York’s signing a bill
I would say the ultrasound, and, of
better
choice!
Let
us
into law in January 2019 that
course, that was a highlight. But what
show
you
that
better
allowed for abortion through
I saw early that morning, when I was
choice!”
40 weeks with no restrictions.
on the ultrasound unit, was amazing.
40 weeks is a full-term baby!
We had police officers from the NYPD
There have been babies who
who were on site that day, and one of
have been born at 22 weeks,
the gentlemen came over and said,
26 weeks, what we call micro-preemies, who
“Mrs. Chambers, I just want to let you know that
have lived outside the womb. And the thought
we’ve been told there are protesters. They are
of being able to take the life of a child minutes
permitted, but the permit in New York City says
or even hours before that little one is born was
that if you’re protesting, you must be constantly
heartbreaking.
moving. You can’t just come in and be stationary.”
And he said, “I wanted to let you know that
Jim Daly was absolutely heartbroken, and he
they’re on their way.”
said, “We have to do something.” And it was
Jim saying, “We have to go big. We have to do
And I said, “Okay.” So I’m on the unit, and I’ve
something that says, ‘We’re standing for life!
invited a physician and a pregnancy center
Focus on the Family is standing for life!’”
director and the nurse for that center from Bath,
New York. I did that deliberately because Bath,
So that’s where “Alive from New York” began. We
New York is the birthplace of Margaret Sanger,
wanted to go into New York City and say, “There’s founder of Planned Parenthood. I wanted pro-life
a better choice! Let us show you that better
from that community to be represented in New
choice!” And what better way to show a woman
York. I also had another director and a nurse from
what’s going on in her body than to introduce her
Long Island, and they were on the unit with me.
to her child through ultrasound?
Then we heard the protesters before we saw
It took us about 16 weeks to plan the event. We
them – drums and trumpets and loud yelling and
worked long hours. And, Brett, I actually had
screaming. As they came across the street and
someone ask me, “Are you coming in to pick
passed in front of the mobile unit, there was so
a fight?” That really stuck with me. I said, “No,
much anger! They were spitting toward the unit,
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Robyn:

calling names, names I can’t even repeat. So I
thought to myself, “I’m just going to reach over
and shut the door.” I didn’t want our momma to
hear that. And the two directors, and these other
women, who have never met one another before,
they looked at me and said, “Oh, Robyn, these
people are so wounded! We have to pray for
them.”
And in that mobile unit in the middle of Times
Square, people who’d never met one another
knelt and held hands, and we prayed for those
protesters. Our ongoing prayer has been that
a seed was sown that day, and that it will be
harvested, even if we don’t see it. Just knowing
there was such compassion, there was love, there
was grace that was being ascended toward those
people, and they didn’t even know. That was
life-changing for me to see the Body of Christ not
respond in kind.
So often we hear pro-lifers accused of being the
ones standing outside of Planned Parenthood
with the horrible signs, or we’re the ones yelling
and screaming, “Murderer!” And that was never
the tone and never the message that entire day. In
fact, we had three different speakers who paused
in the middle of their speeches to pray for the
protesters.

We felt like we were very successful
in showing the humanity of that baby. Watching
the faces of the people in the crowd in New
York when the heartbeat started – I mean, it was
loud! And it just echoed across the plaza. There
was total silence. And I don’t know if you’ve ever
been in Times Square. Silence is not something
you would typically use to describe the activity in
Times Square!

Brett:

Quite the opposite!

Robyn:

Right! And Jim has said often it was a
“holy hush.” I think people were surprised at the
clarity of the scan and the sound of that heartbeat
echoing across the plaza. So, building on that
success, we thought, “What can we do in 2020?”
The thought was to do something similar. And we
were going big! What is that phrase? “Go big or
go home!” Our original plans were to do this in
five different cities, all on the same day, all at the
same time, across several different time zones,
and have that same celebration of life. Show them
the baby, show them what’s going on in their
bodies.
We had started down that path, and we had
identified all five cities, we had identified venues,
and had started working on speakers. And then
COVID hit, and the quarantine hit. We wanted to
be sensitive to people’s health, and not gathering
in large numbers, so we made the decision to do
an online event, all digital, with some of those
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who support the abortion agenda. If you had the
opportunity to invite one of them to watch this
video, what angle would you use to say there’s
something they could learn inside the video?

Robyn:

same speakers. And not necessarily live
ultrasound, but an ultrasound at the very end,
because we wanted to continue to speak the
message of life, the message of hope and
healing, and the redemption that comes from a
relationship with Christ.
So the message didn’t change, but the way
we delivered it was definitely a different way
than we’ve ever done in the past. And one of
the things I’ve said is, “Isn’t it just like the Lord
to force us to be creative, even in that time of
quarantine?” Let’s not look at this as, “Oh, the
world is shutting down!” Let’s look at this as a
way we can continue to impact and really talk with
people.
So right now, we know over 500,000 people
have viewed the “See Life 2020” event. And it’s
continuing to grow because people are sharing it,
so we know that the message of life is getting out
there!

Brett:

I can’t tell you how grateful I am that you
actually recorded it. It’s about one hour long, but
it felt like five minutes when I watched it. It’s so
beautifully and professionally made, and packed
with incredible insights. So I’d like to ask you your
thoughts on what an engaged pro-lifer can learn
by watching the “See Life 2020” video?

Robyn:

Honestly, my hope and my prayer
throughout that time was that we would start
seeing a difference in attitude, a change of heart,

if you will, even within the pro-life community, of
having compassion. I believe that tone and that
message has been missing for so many years.
There are so many women and men who have
been deeply wounded by an abortion decision,
regret the decision, have come to Christ, but
are still carrying around loss, grief, hurt, and
shame. So I wanted pro-lifers to see that it’s okay
to come alongside those people in love and in
compassion.
You’re not saying that abortion is okay, but you’re
also not saying that judgment is okay. I don’t want
“judgment and condemnation” to be something
that is used to describe a pro-life person. I really
wanted that heart to change. I wanted there to
be such a strong message of hope and healing.
That’s the only way we’re ever going to overcome
women thinking abortion is their only option, and
then never telling the secret, never telling the story
because of fear of how she’s going to be treated.

What a great question! I think one of
the things I hear often is that we only care about
the baby, that we don’t care about the woman. So
for me, a person who’s very pro-abortion or “prochoice,” they may be coming at it from a place of
personal knowledge, possibly some personal hurt,
of something that’s happened in their past, or
something that’s happened to someone who they
know and care about and love deeply.
I would say to them, “We can do better. Don’t our
women, don’t our young women who are brilliant
and strong, aren’t they deserving of better than
that? And I don’t mean just the Church. I mean
we as a society. Can’t we come alongside and
say, ‘You can do both. And here, let me come
alongside you.’”
One of the things that frustrates me is that we’re
telling young women they have to be strong, that
they can’t ask for help. Why? Why is that bad? Why
is it bad to ask for help? Why is it bad to say, “Let
me come alongside you, and I’ll go through the
pregnancy with you”? Why are we telling her she
is not enough? I don’t feel like that’s empowering!
And that conversation is one that I would love to
have with someone who identifies as “pro-choice.”
I want to learn from them, and I would tell them
that. I would say, “Teach me why you feel like this

is empowerment. How is this empowering you?
Can you help me understand that? And then in
turn, would you respect me enough to listen to
me and say, ‘Here’s why I don’t feel like that’s
empowerment’? You’re asking her to make a
decision that ends a life, a life that she is going to
regret taking for the rest of her life if she were truly
honest about it.”
I always want to be able to have an open
conversation. I don’t want it to be a closed door.
Vice versa, I don’t want to ever do that to someone
else. I want to hear where they’re coming from,
and I want to know the pain, and I want to come
alongside, and I want to be compassionate and
listen to that.
Brett, one of the things I witnessed personally
was when I was on campus at Colorado State
University, and it was with an organization that
shows the big pictures of aborted fetuses. I was
talking with a young woman who was so angry.
And we finally said, “Would you talk with us?
Would you just pull aside? Would you just sit
down?”
And she said, “What you’re saying to me is that my
mom’s a murderer.” She said, “My mom was raped
when she was a student at this university. She got
pregnant and her mom and dad told her the only
way to resolve the issue was to abort. So you’re
telling me that my mom is a murderer!”
This beautiful young woman was defending her

I wanted that to be the undertone of everything
we said – that there was redemption, hope, and
healing. I work with women who have experienced
abortions, and I never want them to feel like
they’re judged. I always want there to be an
opportunity to have a conversation about how you
find hope and healing.

Brett:

Thank you for that, Robyn. Let me now
jump to the other side. You were talking about the
protesters you saw at the “Alive from New York”
event. In our country there are millions of people
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mom. So thinking about the pain that comes from
people who’ve made that decision to be that
staunchly “pro-choice” – there’s always a story
there, and it is really important for pro-life people
to listen first and speak later. Let’s listen, let’s see
where the pain is coming from, and then we can
offer help.

Brett:

Robyn, you have just expressed very
eloquently one of the most powerful approaches
to pro-life apologetics I think I’ve ever heard.

Robyn:
Brett:

Thank you.

As I watched the “See Life 2020” video,
toward the end there were two quotes that really
struck me, and I’d like for you to talk about them.
The first quote was: “The key to saving a life is
seeing life.” And the second one was: “Help a
mother choose life by letting her see life.” Can
you talk about why those quotes were in the video
and, from Focus on the Family’s perspective, why
those two quotes are so important in terms of the
work you do?

weeks. That little person only needs time! So we
can now show a woman what is going on in her
body. She sees it on the screen and says, “Oh,
that’s a baby! ”It’s as if it’s this novel idea that
she’s looking at the screen and realizing, “That’s
not a ‘clump of tissue,’ that’s not ‘cells.’ I can see
a nose, I can see hands, I can even see my baby
sucking his or her thumb!”
We now have the opportunity to use science and
technology to prove what we’ve known all along:
Life begins at conception! The heartbeat starts
at 21 days. And then at almost six weeks, you can
pick up the sound of that heartbeat and you can
see it on the screen! That is not us “coercing her.”
That’s not us “berating her.” That’s using science
and the technology together to educate her and
then empower her – to then make a decision for
life!

So using those quotes emphasize the importance
of ultrasound. It’s heartbreaking to me to think
that a young woman is in such a position that
she thinks abortion is her “only option.” Then we
show her the life that’s inside of her. We’re clearly
Robyn: When Focus on the Family was founded
showing her life!
by Dr. James Dobson, one of our pillars that has
been in place for the entire length of our history
That is such a powerful tool to use to educate her.
is the sanctity of human life. For years, we’ve
But then the support comes after that, showing
heard, “Just a clump of tissue, it’s not a baby, it’s
her how her life could be when she has support
just cells.” Dr. Dobson asked the question: “How long-term. That’s what our pregnancy centers
can Focus on the Family really help drive down
do every single day. So it’s that combination of
the number of abortions in the United States?”
technology and the science, and then introducing
And then under Jim Daly’s leadership, the
her to organizations that can then support her
Option Ultrasound program began and has just
long-term. It’s a win-win for all.
exploded.
Brett: That’s wonderful, Robyn. Do you know
We now have the technology and the science
how many ultrasounds have been conducted as a
to say, “‘Just a clump of tissue’ is an inaccurate
result of the Option Ultrasound program?
statement.” That is not a scientifically proven
Robyn: The way we count our statistics is
statement because ultrasound can pick up a
that we look at the number of abortion-minded
heartbeat at five weeks and five days. That’s
women who are coming into the pregnancy
sometimes before a young woman even knows
centers, and then they have counseling and they
she’s pregnant! We can also show, at the earliest
have the ultrasound, and then change their minds
stages, a fully developed baby.
and choose life. That’s the statistic we actually
One of the things I don’t think a lot of people
track.
understand is that a baby is fully formed at 10
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We know about 54% of all abortion-minded
women, meaning women who have made
an abortion decision or made an abortion
appointment, will choose life. We have a research
team that gathers those stats every single month
from the pregnancy centers that have received a
grant from Focus on the Family. And as of now, we
know that more than 465,000 women have chosen
life for their babies. So if you double the number,
that’s how many ultrasounds have been done.

Brett:

Wow! That’s just an overwhelmingly
impactful number that should fill with joy all
people who are pro-life!

Robyn:

Absolutely! It’s almost a million people
who have received ultrasounds.

Brett:

Robyn, how can Pro-Life Magazine
subscribers assist Focus on the Family with your
pro-life work?

Robyn:

What I would say first and foremost is
to be on the lookout. We are currently working on
“See Life 2021,” and we’re in the planning stages.
Go to our website, focusonthefamily.com, and
find out details as they are released. I can tell you
the date is May 9, 2021. It’s the Saturday just prior
to Mother’s Day. We’d love for your subscribers
to come and be a part of it as soon as we know
the location! But certainly, there will also be an
opportunity to live stream it, and they can watch it
that way and have watch parties.
But then one of the other ways is that we’re
always needing people to get involved locally.
As a former coach’s wife, I always say, “Get in
the game! Don’t just stand on the sideline and
wring your hands and hope that ‘someone will
do something.’ Be that ‘someone who’s doing
something!’ And that means that you get involved
locally!”
There are a lot of different ways you can get
involved. Find out about your pregnancy center
that’s close to you. Volunteer. Give financially.
Give of your time. Do their Walk for Life. Involve
your families. We love to see moms and dads and

little ones all walking together to raise money for
their local pregnancy center!
Then there’s also a way to get involved at your
church. There is an organization we partner with
called Embrace Grace, and they have these
amazing support groups at churches. They have
these kits that tell the church, “Here’s how you
do it, here’s how you have an Embrace Grace
group.” And what that is intended to do is, once
she chooses life at the pregnancy center, we
now introduce her to a church that can come
alongside and support her practically, but then
also disciple her. And they’ve had over 6,000
women come to Christ.
Focus on the Family recognizes that we can’t do
this on our own. That’s why we love partnering
with March for Life. We’re always there supporting
Jeanne Mancini and the work that they do, and
then pregnancy centers, and lots of other really
amazing pro-life organizations. So find one that
really resonates with your heart and get involved
and do something. Be that someone who can
help make a difference!

Brett:

Amen. Amen. Amen! You’re bringing up
an enormous issue in the pro-life movement that
you hear Abby Johnson talk about all the time.
There are those who say they’re pro-life, and then
those who do pro-life.

Robyn:

We partner with Abby. She was part of
our “See Life 2020,” and I love her bravery and
her boldness in speaking truth!

Brett:

Robyn, thank you so much for your
time, and thank you for the work you do. Thank
you for what has now been decades of Focus on
the Family prioritizing the pro-life issue. God is
clearly working through your organization and
the people there, and we are just so grateful for
Focus on the Family.

Robyn:

Thank you, Brett. We are so thankful for
organizations like yours that partner with us, so
thanks for all you do, too!
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