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SBA LIST LEVERAGES HEARTS AND MINDS INTO
THE LAW
An interview with Marjorie Dannenfelser
Brett Attebery:

I am very honored to
welcome today Marjorie Dannenfelser. Marjorie
is the President of Susan B. Anthony List. For the
last three election cycles, SBA list and its super
PAC, Women Speak Out, have reached more
than 4.6 million voters by visiting voters at their
homes to win a pro-life White House and secure
a pro-life majority in the U.S. Senate. In January
2020, Marjorie was named National Co-Chair of
the Pro-Life Voices for Trump! Coalition, a role
she held during the 2016 campaign after securing
four ground-breaking pro-life commitments from
the nominee.
Marjorie has been published widely, including
in TIME, The Washington Post, and National
Review. Marjorie serves on the board of
directors of Alliance Defending Freedom, on Life
Perspectives’ Task Force, and was appointed to
the Women’s Suffrage Centennial Commission by
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell.
She was named one of Politico magazine’s Top 50
Influencers of 2018, The Washington Examiner’s

Top 10 Political Women on the Move, Newsmax’s
Top 25 Most Influential Republican Women, and
Newsweek’s Top 10 Leaders of the Christian Right.
Marjorie is a graduate of Duke University, and she
and her husband, Marty, have five children.
Welcome, Marjorie!

Marjorie Dannenfelser:

Thank you. I’m so

happy to be with you!

Brett:

Marjorie, I think many of our subscribers
already know about Susan B. Anthony List, but
there are probably some who don’t know the full
story. So I’d be grateful if you could tell us a little
about the history of Susan B. Anthony List, and
why it was founded.

Marjorie:

It gives me great joy to talk about
it because God has really been working at the
center of it. I believe that’s the reason why it has
grown so dramatically. Given its very humble
beginnings, the odds were certainly stacked
against it.
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The impetus for starting Susan B. Anthony List
was two-fold. One was to support women who
were successfully advancing the true rights of
women, and the true interests of women, when
it came to the abortion issue. I had worked on
Capitol Hill and with the Director of the Pro-Life
Caucus on Capitol Hill. And you couldn’t miss
the obvious dearth of pro-life women. On the
other hand, there were so many pro-choice, proabortion women. Barbara Boxer was in the House
then. It was really the moment of the rise of “the
pro-choice woman,” and we had almost zero prolife representation at all. So that was important,
to have a “woman-centered politics” on the
abortion issue that would drive policy and public
conversations.

standing, because it is a grueling process. At
the time, I was raising kids at home, and I never
intended to work anywhere else, except for inside
the home. But our ability to influence elections on
the national level grew very quickly because that
need we perceived – that there should be a really
strong political arm – was perceived by all who
really cared about this issue.

The second became more obvious to me as time
went on, and that was how weak the muscle
of the pro-life movement was in our political
elections. And what I’ve found working in politics
on the Hill, and trying to pass laws to save lives,
is that you’ve elected people who either have
it in their gut, and are going to do it because
they know what’s at stake as a human rights
movement, or they don’t. Of
course, God can do anything,
but you can only lobby with
the material that you’ve been
given.

Marjorie:

You couldn’t miss the fact that we’d had a lot
of politicians who paid lip service, and then did
nothing once they got elected. The goal was to
put teeth and discipline into a movement on the
political level where it hadn’t existed before.

Brett:

What motivated you to get involved in
SBA List?
Some women working on the Hill at
that time in the ‘90s, especially Rachel MacNair
and some others, including me, had been
thinking at the same time that something like SBA
List needed to exist. And I was pulled in, right at
the very beginning, to be the Executive Director.
Not long after, everybody else kind of moved
on and did different things, but
I really pressed in. The reason
others went in a different direction
is because politics was not really
their thing. They were involved in
academia, or they were involved in
law, or in things other than politics.
At the beginning, however, they
perceived the real need to get this
going.

Also, I want to add one more
thing about the beginnings
of Susan B. Anthony List that
was such a blessing. There
was a group of women coming
out of Feminists for Life who
I had been, for good or ill, well
strongly felt the need for more
Marjorie Dannenfelser
prepared for that moment. Even
pro-life women to be involved
though I wasn’t pro-life before – I
in the political process. Rachel MacNair was the
was very pro-choice in college – I had quite
President, incorporated the organization, and
a conversion, and came into this opportunity
brought together a handful of women to pursue
already steeped in political strategy. So I think
this project.
God had prepared me, completely unbeknownst
Once we really got into it, and started to actively
engage in politics, I was kind of the last one

to me, to step up at that moment and start
leading the organization in the ’90s, and then into
the 2000s, to become truly successful. And I am
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so thankful for the talent that has come up around
me while I have been leading SBA List.

Brett:

You’ve been leading the organization for
quite a while, and I assume SBA List has evolved
over the years. Can you talk about those changes?

Marjorie:

The original impetus was to elect
pro-life women into public office. That is still
very important to us. It’s a major emphasis. But
what we perceived was also needed was an
ability to leverage the overall pro-life movement
for the most strategic political impact. Pro-life
people who were engaged and who deeply
cared about laws being passed to save lives, but
didn’t have legislators to do so, were longing for
a voice to represent them, having been largely
disenfranchised for so long.
The evolution at SBA List was to make strategic
choices that could make a significant difference in
winning elections. And our mantra for politicians
to understand is that doing the right thing on the
pro-life issue is also a smart political thing to do.
But you can’t make that real for politicians unless
you have a disciplined movement that rewards
and punishes based on the activities of the
legislators you’ve helped elect.

When I was working on the Hill, I thought, if guns
have an incredibly strong lobby, and unions have
an incredibly strong lobby, then why wouldn’t
babies have a lobby stronger than those? There
are a lot of people who recoil from politics. They
think it’s just nasty, partisan, and divisive. And yes,
sometimes it can be. But the reason is because
the consequences are huge. The sacrifices on
the part of the people involved are enormous.
They speak fundamentally to who we are as
human beings, so it’s naturally going to bring
out differences and help us figure out what our
worldviews are, or contrast our worldviews with
each other.
So when you get involved in politics, it isn’t
because it’s fun. It’s because if you don’t get
involved, it doesn’t matter if you change all the
hearts and minds in the world. Still, the act you
oppose simply won’t stop. As leaders of civil
rights movements have done from the time of
America’s founding, you have to work to pass
laws to protect the human rights of the country’s
citizens.
I think what we do at SBA List is leverage hearts
and minds into the law, so that laws actually can
protect the lives of people who are really small.
I’ve always believed that “politics is culture.”
They’re not separate.

Brett:

That’s excellent. Earlier in the interview,
you said something about politicians who gave
lip service to pro-life, and then, when they
got elected, would do nothing. Do you still
experience that? Has SBA List been able to
change that?

Marjorie:

I believe helping politicians walk
the walk in addition to talk the talk has probably
been our greatest impact. Nowadays, the talk
actually leads to action. Still, I certainly do see
some politicians talk more than they walk. There’s
no question about that. And when they do, we
challenge them on that.
We’ve done many things to force the issue with
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candidates and elected officials. For example,
we insisted in 2010 when Obamacare came onto
the scene, that politicians who said they were
pro-life couldn’t claim that anymore if they voted
for Obamacare without an amendment that kept
abortion out of healthcare, because abortion is
not healthcare.

and it was an incredible disrupter in the political
community among Republicans.

They didn’t want to make the pledge because
they didn’t want to be held accountable. They
hated the idea that the pro-life movement would
insist that they follow through on their pledges
after they were elected. They didn’t
understand that we are people
who intend to help elect them, not
I think what we do at
because we necessarily like them
SBA List is leverage
personally, but because we believe
hearts and minds into
in the principles they ran on.
the law, so that laws

In the election that followed, SBA
List opposed any politician who
failed to support that amendment
to Obamacare. And we defeated,
happily, but sadly, a whole swath
of our former allies, including
actually can protect
With that first election, even though
all the pro-life Democrats who
the lives of people
we lost, the pledge made a big
who are really small.
had voted for Obamacare. They
splash, and Senator Romney, well,
failed the pro-life movement.
Governor Romney at that point,
They failed our test for what’s
argued very vociferously against
pro-life, and they deserved to be
much of it, and that drew a lot of attention to it.
opposed. And we defeated them resoundingly
with our allies.
You see, there are some strategic decisions that
are narrow, but they’re calculated to be very highThe message that defeat sent to politicians was,
profile to get the attention of the politicians who
“When the pro-life movement speaks, you had
really need the pro-life movement. For politicians
better take it seriously, or you may be looking for
who, in the past, may have had good intentions,
a job in the private sector after the next election
but didn’t follow through, this time, they know:
cycle.” And that’s what politicians have to know
“I’m making a commitment.” And when they
and feel at the bottom of their hearts and deep
win an election, they’re now going to be saying,
in their bones – that it is politically dangerous to
“Okay, we’re ready to get to work with you.”
vote for policies that go against what they have
publicly stated they support.
Another thing that was incredibly important was
taking on the Republican National Committee
(RNC), and making sure they were pressing this
issue in their own acts, in their activities, in their
advocacy, in what they decided to stand for. I
would say the moment we began to see a turn in
it all was after Romney lost in 2012.
SBA List began a first-ever “Pro-Life Pledge.”
The goal of the pledge was to get all of the
Republican primary candidates to say, “This is
the threshold. I pledge to do these things.” We
were asking them on a national level to take
this pledge. A lot of politicians didn’t like that,

That’s exactly what happened with President
Trump and the pro-life pledge he made to the
pro-life movement. So when you get on the other
side of that election, and it’s known that the
pro-life movement was central to your win, that’s
when you can confidently say, “These politicians
get what it means to say the right thing, believe
the right thing, and then do the right thing after
they’ve been elected.” We have many Senators
who are now very close to the pro-life movement,
as are the President and Vice President.

Brett:

It’s so encouraging to hear that! Marjorie,
when you were invited to be part of Pro-Life
Voices for Trump!, I’m sure that gave you a
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deeper view of how the current administration
views the pro-life issue. Please share what you’ve
discovered in that work.

reason why it’s this election that matters most is
because we basically have four-and-a-half votes
on the Supreme Court. It’s about four-and-a-half
to four-and-a-half, considering we don’t know
which way Chief Justice Roberts would go on
things related to this issue.

Marjorie:

I just rejoice in what we found to be
true about the President and the Vice President,
as well as people at the highest levels of this
administration, and their staff. Even from before
the Inauguration, we found that they considered
us allies, so we were all rolling up our sleeves
together, helping the staff of the administration.
We were privileged to work on enacting pro-life
policies from the very beginning.

And we have the Presidency, and we have,
right now, a Senate that could confirm another
Kavanaugh, another Gorsuch. Or, the other side is
going to nominate another Ruth Bader Ginsburg.
If we win both the Presidency and the Senate, we
can see, and we’re planning toward, a wholly new,
beautiful pro-life movement.

All I can say is, there has never been a President
who has governed in such a pro-life manner
as this one. Just one example: expanding the
Mexico City Policy by billions to reach and
protect women through our country’s foreign aid
programs.

I think of it as “a springtime” for the pro-life
movement, where we go back to the states,
eventually passing laws everywhere after we get
a decision that goes to the Court that allows the
overturning of Roe. Or, do we have a situation
where we lose the Presidency and the Senate, and
we get the Supreme Court staffed completely by
more Ruth Bader Ginsburgs?

I can’t tell you how many times a bill has been
coming down to it, and it’s been so close,
a budget bill, for example, that we were
concerned babies might get thrown under the
bus because there were big issues dealing with
the economy. And every single time, I would call
the Vice President, and we would have a good
conversation. I would call Mitch McConnell,
and we would have a good conversation. And
the same for pro-life leaders in the House of
Representatives.

Brett:

If Roe vs. Wade is overturned, I believe
the decision goes back to the states. How would
that change your priorities for SBA List?

Marjorie:

And then before you know it, the problem is
gone. All we’ve had to do is identify something
that we are deeply concerned about, and how we
think it should be fixed. So it’s a true “alliance,” I
guess is the best way I can put it. A true alliance
and a true friendship means, to me, two people
of one mind, pursuing one idea. And in this case,
we have so many meetings of the minds, pursuing
the one pro-life ideal, that I can’t imagine putting
together a better team.

Brett:

That’s fantastic! Marjorie, this is a big
year, it’s an important election year. Could you talk
about what the possible negative consequences

would be if the pro-abortion lawmakers take over
majority control of the government? And then,
on the flip side, optimistically, could you talk
about possible achievements that could happen
if pro-life lawmakers have majority control of the
government following the election in November?

Marjorie:

I think that’s the most important
question that anybody could be asking right now,
because the consequence is millions of lives that
are saved, or that die, over generations.
What we decide in this election is a multigenerational question. And that is about who we
are, as Americans, and what do we stand for? The
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When we go back to the states,
about two-thirds of them will be abortion
battlegrounds. The people of those states, and
their elected officials, will be deciding, “What
does abortion law look like in my state?”
The massive pro-life movement will be there to
answer that question. We’ve been in the planning
stages of what this is going to look like. And it will
be, truly, a springtime for the movement, because
no one will be able to miss the mandate at that
point. And that mandate is to get involved in the
passage of laws in my state that reflect that we are
a pro-life state. But it’s only possible if we win this
election in November.

Brett:

As we wrap up, Marjorie, I want to ask
you, if you could speak to all pro-lifers across the
country right now, other than “please get out

and vote,” which we all know is the most critical
to do, if you had to pick one other thing to ask of
people, what would it be?

Marjorie:

It would be to get involved in the
actual election of pro-life Senators and the
President in the battleground states. And that
might not seem as easy as getting involved in
your local election. You can go on our website
at sba-list.org and take a look at where those
battleground states are, and look at ways that
you can get involved in helping. Prayer is needed,
money is needed, and door-to-door canvassing
– which is our trademark – of pro-life voters is
needed to encourage them to vote. All of these
we’re doing, but we don’t yet have nearly enough
of any of those things in order to win.

Brett:

How can our Pro-Life Magazine
subscribers help Susan B. Anthony List in your
mission?

Marjorie:

First, look at our website, where you
can track everything we’re doing, and see the
many ways to get involved. Prayer, canvassing
door-to-door in Presidential and Senate
battleground states, and investing in our ability to
reach voters who will vote for pro-life candidates.
Those are the three things that are most needed.

Brett:

Wonderful! Marjorie, thank you for your
time today, and thank you for your now decadeslong commitment to this work. It’s a great joy to
see how God is working through your heart, and
to see the success that Susan B. Anthony List has
achieved.
I’m praying that you will have great impact in
helping the Senate, the President, and I’ll even
say the House of Representatives, all to be
passionately pro-life.

Marjorie:

Amen! And I love Heroic Media,
always have, and you live up to your name. I really
am very grateful.

Brett:

Thank you, Marjorie!
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